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Celebration of Candelaria February 2 

February 2, Día de la Candelaria, or 
Candlemas is the follow-up to the annual 
Epiphany festivities.  Grounded in Mexico’s 
Catholic heritage Día de la Candelaria 
celebrates the day young Jesus was 
presented by his parents at the temple in 
Jerusalem and when the Virgin Mary was 
purified. Luke 2:22-39 tells the story: A 
devout man named Simeon was at the 
temple that day. When he saw Jesus, he 
prophesied the child would one day be “a 
light of revelation to the Gentiles.” Those 
words sparked a centuries-long custom of 
bringing candles to church to be blessed 
every February 2 and helped give La 
Candelaria or Candlemas its name.  In 
keeping with the Mexican tradition, San Benito celebrated the Day of Candlemas this year with a dinner 
that, itself, filled the church with light.   

 

Lenten message from Father Florencio: 

Despite having spent two very difficult years due to the Covid 19 Pandemic, the life of the Church has 
been strengthened, and offers us a new beginning for the faith of [our] people, [even as we mourn] 
some [who] are no longer in our lives. Life itself has given us a great experience due to the Pandemic, 
and this Lent will be a time for deep reflection of our lives today, tomorrow, and forever.  We can no 
longer remain indifferent before God: we must give Him our hearts and our lives, after all He is the 
one who gives us the gift of life.  This is the right moment to reconcile with our Creator God, to him 
the glory the honor and praise, Amen, Lent 2023. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A22-39&version=KJV


Mesage de Cuaresma del Padre Florencio: 
Después de haber pasado 2 años muy difíciles por la Pandemia del Covid-19, la vida 
de la Iglesia se a fortalecido, y da cabida a un nuevo renacimiento en la fe dé las 
personas, algunas ya no están más en nuestras vidas. La vida en sí nos a regalado 
una gran experiencia como lo fue la Pandemia, esta Cuaresma nos servirá para 
uñas reflexión profunda de nuestras vidas, hoy, mañana y siempre; ya no podemos 
seguir siendo fríos ante los ojos de Dios, debemos entregar el Corazón y nuestra 
vida a Dios, al fin y al cabo es el que nos regaló la vida, ya no hay tiempo es él 
momento exacto para reconciliarnos con nuestro Dios creador, a él la gloria el 
honor y la alabanza, Amén, Cuaresma 2023. 
 

Scholarships distributed (second installment): 

The second half of the 2022-23 scholarships were distributed to students at San Mateo and San Benito 

this month, and Father Florencio has also sent photos of their ecological project, the organic garden, 

required of scholarship recipients that we saw in preparation last September.  Here are twelve of this 

  

 year’s recipients from San Benito and a letter of thanks written to us by Ana Griselda Inchin Gómez.   

Ana Griselda 

is a university 

student 

studying 

medicine.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Padre Florencio describes this years’ ecology project 

by the San Benito scholarship recipients as a “small 

orchard.” The large plant with yellow flowers, is 

called Mostaza and the leaves are boiled to be eaten 

with meat or alone; the smallest are turnips and are 

eaten in the same way as the mostaza plant. 

 

 

       Yochib Report 

Carlos reports that San Mateo Apostol is being 

prepared for Chicago visitors (see below), and 

sends us this note on their Saturday February 

18th church school in Yochib: “Fanny accompanied me and we separated the children into younger  

and older groups.  We continue to study the Ten Commandments, two at a time, and this week the 

reading referred to Job on the love of God, and Matthew 22, 34-40 on the most important 

commandment [Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind].  We reflected on the readings and 

related them to daily life.  After that we shared bread and 

tamales and juice, and we did our usual cleaning and 

disinfecting of the church for Sunday. 

 

 

 

 



St. Chrysostom’s Visit to St. Benito and San Mateo February 27 – March 6 

St. Chrysostom’s parishioners Judy Bross, John Craib-Cox, Ann Driscoll, Conrad Selnick, Mike Sammon, 

and Deb Hagman Shannon will be visiting San Benito and San Mateo this next week.  On Wednesday 

they plan to do a Bible study at San Benito, spend time with scholarship students on Thursday, and 

arrange activities with the youth on Friday afternoon.  Saturday, they will be in Yochib in the morning, 

and Father Florencio has invited them to a reception and a small dance performance at San Benito in 

the afternoon.  They will worship with both communities on Sunday, at Yochib (San Mateo) in the 

morning and back in San Cristobal at San Benito in the evening.  This will be the first visit to the Chiapas 

churches by their Chicago partners since January 2020.   Pictures to come. 

 

San Benito Food Pantry: February 10th and February 24th 

The Food Pantry at the Church of San Benito de Nursia distributes staples to 45 families facing 

food insecurity in the neighborhood of the church on alternate Fridays, providing families five 

days’ supply of beans, rice, oil, and sugar. It is subsidized by four Episcopal churches in Chicago 

that call themselves ‘The Chiapas Project’: Church of Our Saviour, St. Chrysostom’s Church, 

Church of the Atonement, and Church of the Holy Comforter. Here were the groceries, ready for 

distribution, on February 10th, and (below) four families receiving their food on that day. 

 

 

 



February 24th (last Friday) 

 

Seven families 

with their rice, 

beans, oil and 

sugar.      

 

 

 


