
THE WEDDING OF

Charles E. Kaiser, Jr.
& August Palmisano, Jr.

December 6, 2025 at 4:00 p.m.



Welcome to Atonement. We hope you will participate fully in today’s service, as you feel comfortable. Customary 
times to stand, kneel, and sit are indicated by italic type. Words spoken by the people are indicated by bold type. 
Hymns can be found by number in the blue hymnal in the pewbacks.

THE VOLUNTARY

Prelude in G major  	 J. S. Bach (1685–1750)
Intrada	 Grayston Ives (b.1948)

THE PROCESSION

Prince of Denmark’s March (Trumpet Voluntary)  	 Jeremiah Clarke (c.1674–1707)

T H E  G A T H E R I N G

Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to witness and bless the joining 
together of Charles E. Kaiser, Jr. and August Palmisano, Jr. in Holy Matrimony. The joining of two 
people in a life of mutual fidelity signifies to us the mystery of the union between Christ and his 
Church, and so it is worthy of being honored among all people.

The union of two people in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; for the 
help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God’s will, for the gift 
of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord. Therefore marriage is not to be 
entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes 
for which it was instituted by God.

Into this holy union Charles and August now come to be joined. If any of you can show just cause 
why they may not lawfully be married, speak now; or else for ever hold your peace.

I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either of you know any reason why 
you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with God’s Word, you do now confess it.

THE DECLARATION OF CONSENT

The Officiant says to one member of the couple, then to the other

Charles, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of marriage? Will 
you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, 
be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?
I will.

August, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of marriage? Will 
you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, 
be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?
I will.



The Officiant then addresses the People, saying

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two persons in their 
marriage? 
We will.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O gracious and everliving God, you have created humankind in your image: Look mercifully upon 
Charles and August who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that 
with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and vows they make; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

When the Altar Party sits, please be seated for the readings from scripture.

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D

THE F IRST READING read by Denise S. Kozik	 1 Samuel 18:1b, 3, 20:16–17, 42a

Jonathan set his heart on David. Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved 
him as his own soul. So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the Lord 
require it at the hands of David’s enemies!” Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him; for 
he loved him as he loved his own soul. Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, since we have sworn 
friendship to each other in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord will be between me and you, and 
between your descendants and your descendants, forever.’”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM • 67 sung by the Cantor

Deus misereatur	 Plainsong

May God be merciful to us and bless us,
	 show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
Let your ways be known upon earth,
	 your saving health among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
	 let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
	 for you judge the peoples with equity
	 and guide all the nations upon earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
	 let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has brought forth her increase;
	 may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

May God give us his blessing,
	 and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.



THE SECOND READING read by Debbie F. Cosgrove	 Colossians 3:12–17

Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, 
clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace 
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 
in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand, as able.

THE HYMN • 376

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee	 Hymn to Joy

THE HOLY GOSPEL 	 Matthew 8:5–10

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him and saying, “Lord, my 
servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” And he said to him, “I will come and cure 
him.” The centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only 
speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers 
under me, and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my 
slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who 
followed him, “Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY 	 The Rev’d Charles Everson
	 Rector

T H E  M A R R I A G E

Each member of the couple, in turn, takes the right hand of the other and says

In the Name of God, I, Charles, take you, August, to be my husband, to have and to hold from this 
day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 
cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

In the Name of God, I, August, take you, Charles, to be my husband, to have and to hold from this 
day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 
cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.



The Officiant blesses the rings as follows:

Bless, O Lord, these rings to be signs of the vows by which Charles and August have bound 
themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The giver places the ring on the ring finger of the other’s hand and says

Charles, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I 
honor you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

August, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor 
you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Then the Officiant joins the right hands of the couple and says

Now that Charles and August have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining 
of hands and the giving and receiving of necklaces, I pronounce that they are wed to one another, in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Those whom God has joined together 
let no one put asunder. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

Let us pray.

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all grace: Look with 
favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life, and especially upon 
Charles and August whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony. Amen.

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the other a 
strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. Amen.

Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they 
may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life. Amen.

Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their fault, and to seek 
each other’s forgiveness and yours. Amen.

Make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this sinful and broken world, that unity may 
overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair. Amen.

Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love and concern for 
others. Amen. 

Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives strengthened and 
their loyalties confirmed. Amen.

Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children are united one to another, 
and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign in perfect 
unity, now and for ever. Amen.



THE BLESSING OF THE MARRIAGE

The People remain standing. The couple kneel, and the Officiant says

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to come among 
us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the cross to be the way of life. We 
thank you, also, for consecrating the union of two people in his Name. By the power of your Holy 
Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon Charles and August. Defend them from every 
enemy. Lead them into all peace. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle 
about their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in their 
companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; in their life 
and in their death. Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table where your saints feast for ever 
in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully 
with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; that you may 
faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting. Amen.

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

T H E  H O LY  C O M M U N I O N

THE OFFERTORY A NTHEM	

Ave Maria 	  Franz Schubert (1797–1828)

Ave Maria, gratia plena.
Dominus tecum.
Benedicta tu in mulieribus, 
Et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.

Sancta Maria, 
Ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 
Nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee; 
blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary,
pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

THE OFFERTORY HYMN • 657	

Love divine, all loves excelling	  Hyfrydol

THE GREAT THA NKSGI V ING	 Eucharistic Prayer A

The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.



For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show 
forth your glory in all the world. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

THE SANCTUS • S-125

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b.1937–2010). ©1971, 1977, GIA Publications Inc.

Please kneel or stand, as able, as the Celebrant continues the prayer. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE AGNUS DEI • S -163

Music: Robert Powell (1932–2025). Setting: ©Church Publishing Inc.

THE IN V ITATION TO COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God; behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, 
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 

Everyone is welcome to come forward at this time. All baptized Christians are invited to receive Communion in 
both bread and wine. Please do not dip your bread in the wine. Gluten-free bread is available; please notify the 
priest as they come to you. 

If you are not baptized, or if you prefer, you may receive a blessing from the priest instead: cross your arms over 
your chest to indicate this. If you do not wish to receive wine, cross your arms over your chest after receiving the 
bread. Please remain in place until the person next to you has received Communion.



THE COMMUNION A NTHEM

Jesu Joy of man’s desiring 	 J. S. Bach (1685–1750)

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring,
Holy wisdom, love most bright;
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring
Soar to uncreated light.

Word of God, our flesh that fashioned,
With the fire of life impassioned,
Striving still to truth unknown,
Soaring, dying round Thy throne.

Through the way where hope is guiding,
Hark, what peaceful music rings;
Where the flock, in Thee confiding,
Drink of joy from deathless springs.

Theirs is beauty’s fairest pleasure;
Theirs is wisdom’s holiest treasure.
Thou dost ever lead Thine own
In the love of joys unknown.

Please kneel or stand, as able, for
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

O God, the giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious: We give you thanks for binding us 
together in these holy mysteries of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that by your 
Holy Spirit, Charles and August, now joined in Holy Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, 
live in fidelity and peace, and obtain those eternal joys prepared for all who love you; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

The Celebrant offers God's blessing, to which the People respond

Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

The Celebrant dismisses the congregation, to which the People respond 

Thanks be to God.

THE RETIRING PROCESSION

Trumpet Tune in D major	  David Johnson (1922–1987)

    

TODAY’S MINISTERS Officiant & Homilist: The Rev’d Charles Everson; Organist: Charlie Sega; Soloist: 
Cynthia Hu; Best Man: Todd E. Fowler; Maid of Honor: Victoria Laughlin Smith; Bell Ringers: Denise S. Kozik, 
William J. Kozik; Ushers: James P. Kozik, William J. Kozik  

A reminder that this public service may be photographed and/or videotaped and your image or the image of any children or vulnerable adults in your care may 
appear on the video. By your entry and presence in this service, you agree on behalf of yourself and any children or vulnerable adults attending with you to be 
photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded, and also agree to our use of such images in any and all media. Music usage licensing and agreements through 
Church Hymnal Corporation, New York, and OneLicense A-732906.
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CHURCH OF THE ATONEMENT
5749 N. Kenmore Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60660 
(773) 271-2727 • atonementchicago.org

ONLINE GI V ING The Church of the Atonement makes it easy to give online. Just scan the code 
to the right to either make a general contribution or pay your pledge online. Thank you for your 
support of our ongoing ministries.

RESTROOMS are located in the Parish House, through the double doors on the right side of the church.  
There is a changing table in each restroom. 

To find out more about our ministries, visit atonementchicago.org or contact any of the staff listed below.

Clergy, Staff & Leadership

CLERGY A ND STAFF 

Bishop of Chicago: The Rt Rev’d Paula E. Clark; Rector: The Rev’d Charles Everson; Deacons: The Rev’d 
Charles Farrell, The Rev’d Scott Elliott; Seminarian: Peg Taylor; Director of Music: Charlie Sega; Associate 
Director of Music and Choirmaster: Dr Christopher Windle; Choral Scholar: Annamarie Collins; Director 
of Operations & Communications: Matt Rodgers; Ministries & Pastoral Care Coordinator: Kate Mayer; 
Liturgical Coordinator: Br Ron Fox BSG; Sexton: Gerardo Guzman

PRIEST ASSOCIATES 

The Rev’d Dr Maurice Charles, The Rev’d Robert S. Cristobal, The Rev’d Kate Guistolise, The Rev’d 
John Moulder, The Very Rev’d Joy Rogers, The Rev’d Thomas C. H. Scott, The Rev’d Norma Sutton, 
The Rev’d Anne Wrider

V ESTRY 

Wardens: Dave Beil, Charles Bonilla; Treasurer: Tim Coe; Clerk: Michael Waltz 
Jennifer Ash, Evie Aadland Coe, Glen Gabert, Aaron Johnson, Sena Leikvold, Amanda Patrick, 
Charlaine Reynolds, Br Will White CMJ, Alex Wyman

Worship Schedule

SUNDAYS Low Mass 8 a.m., Family Mass 9 a.m., Solemn High Mass 11 a.m.
W EEKDAYS Monday and Friday 7:30 a.m., Tuesday and Thursday 12 noon, Wednesday 7 p.m.
SATURDAYS The Holy Rosary 9:30 a.m., Healing Mass 10 a.m.

MORNING PRAYER Daily 8:30 a.m. on Google Meet
EV ENING PRAYER Tuesday 5:30 p.m. on Google Meet


